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Frginct for tmprovament of Himachal Pradash fornst Ecosvstemns Manazoment and Livelihaods
Memorandum of Understanding

i Between

o ROCSENET A, Jo AR d - Nillage Porest Development Society/ BMC Suls Committes
3 A

The Fotest Department (represented by DFO KoM or Participatory Forest Mansgement.

Whercas .
The . HALRO. Villoge Forest Development Societyl BMC  Sub-Cormmitiee
(hertinaftor catea "Socioty™ has been constituted us per procedurs described in the 1P
PFM Regulations notified by Govi. of HP vide No. FFE-C (9) 1/2001 dated 23 8 2001

, and vide No.FFE-B-F (5) 5/2016- Pam HI dated 19112018, by fthe WVillages

vl CHALARllage  Forest Development Society/ BMIC Sub-Committes in district

= AP0 and Forest Division A1\ AuR Himachal Pradesh and heas an clocted

Executive Commiittee (hereinafier catiea”EC),

. as part of the Japan International cooperation Agency (JICA) suppourted "Project For

Improvement of Himachal Pradesh Forest Ecosystems Management and livelihoods”
hereinafier called -Project”) the Micro plan (Forest Ecosystems Management Plan &
‘Community Development & Livelihood Improvement Plan) for Forest Management and
Commuunity Development (hereinafter called "Plan”) for Forest protection, rehabilitation
-and management of the specified forest arcas has been jointly prepared by the Soci=ry

and the Forest Division

3 the Plan contains details of program for conservation, management and development of
" Jorest areas,” Biodiversity conservation, Livelihood improvement works and slso the
description of equitable distribution of usufructs obtained from allocated forest areas znd
. public resources of the ward/village; g .
5 -the Plan has been approved by the Officer in. Charge of the Forest Division (here- in
: after called “Forest Officer™) on behalf of Government of FHimachal Pradesh;

Now here with : .
The . JSINMAUR | Forest Division and the Society have munally agreed on this MoU, and
' consequently. ‘This MoU is exécaﬁedwﬁﬂ:'tﬁufnll‘uwhg;ar{igtqﬁﬁ;_h; == ier. =Tes
Bt _-_'?rpm:of_ f;e-mbmﬂd"tﬂ:l_l-ai Understanding

Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter called -Man details the responsibilities of the

ding management and protection of forest arcas) and village(s) resource
t, in the manner specified in the Plan and for equitable distribution of benefits
- members. It further details payments and support to be provided by the project and
ed conditions. E -
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24  Responsibilities of the Society
2.1 With regard to its Constitution, working, powers, duties and benefits, the Society agrees
to act in accordance with the HP Government Notification No. FFE-B-F (9) 1/2001 dated
23.8.2001 and vide No.FFE-B-F (5) 5/2016- Part- [Il dated 19.11.2018, and other relevant
Government orders and instructions.

22 The Society agrees o pravide all necessary assistarics to the Forest Officer in selection of
forest area(s) to be allotted to it for forest management and development so that there is
no dispute regarding areas of common use of nearby villages.

23. The Society agrees to prepare and submit general house approved, quarterly physical &
financial plans with budget requirements to FTU concerned for releasing funds after
Plan's approval from PMU.

24, The Society agrees to identify Community Development Activities (CDAs) in mnformﬂy
with the CDA guidelines, decide on these through a consultative process and implement
them aceording to the relevant standards as applicable.

2.5. The Society agrees to carry out works laid out in the Plan for the forest area (such as
planting, fencing, maintenance and Pprotection) and in doing so, follow the principles of
management of forest and wildlife specified therein, also taking into account the
guidelines ‘of the Government, prevalent legal -provisions and technical principles. The
Society. will ensure that no existing acts/rules of forest/wildlife management are being
violated,

26. The Society agrees to contribute membersh:p fee through its membcrsf:.user groups: The
amount with- interest will be avzilable to VFDS/BMC (Sub—Cummxttee) ‘after- project
closure-and can be used by VFDS/BMC (Sub-Commitiee) consensus. ‘Ihs amqun&
deposition to be done within sixmonths. -

275 TheSomggtm afler completion of the related works, to promﬁmfomstmfmm
fire, 1  felling, and illicit transport. Illicit mining, encroachments and

ﬂﬂhw&mdtﬂlhe!pthafm department in this regard. - =
; PR 'Iha St ¢S to:pass the information: ‘regarding: pman{s) engaged in banniqg:ha
tammmmgagedmﬂ!egalmm:smw“

!

i
g

i

29

2 lﬁTﬁ;SnuIetymtokeep &couuntsnfmcomcandcxpmd:tn:c of the-fiinds from
mdnisotogetrcgularannual audits don&byﬂmagencyw

s
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<« Society agrees to implement the necessary coirections/improvements suggested by
the Forest Officer.
2.13. Society agrees to ensure that there will be no miss utilization of funds provided by
Forest Department for implementing project activities.
2.14. Society will open two accounts of VEDS/BMC (Sub-Committee), One for FEMP
implementation (FE Account) and second one as; revolving fund under Livelihood
- activities (CD&LI Account).

2.15 The funds and maintenance of account would be in accordance with Para-36 to 43
of the Bye-laws notified by Govt. on dated 19-11-2018 for VFDS under the

3. Responsibilities of the Forest Department ] _

3 1. The Forest Depariment will provide fo the Society the related input maten'als
required to carry out the works specified in the Plan, such as saplings, fencing
materials, ete. in a timely manner.

3.2. The Forest Department will provide the payments specified in the Plan fo the
Society for implementation of works carried out in the forest area on the basis of
the Plan in a timely manner. The Sociéty fo prepare and submit general house
approved, six monthly physical & financial plans with budget requirements io
DMU through FTU concemed for release of funds. DMU to release the fund to the
VEDS/BMC (Sub-Cominittee) : !

3.3, Funds from other department’s schemes as the Panchayat may be able to garner/
converge, may also be used for activities that help meet the project's objectives.

3.4. The Forest Department shall provide the necessary advice and guidance to the

. Society for implementation of works carried out in the forest area on the basis of
the Plan. ' : :

3.5 “The Forest Department shall NOT: be responsible for any loss in any of the works

- related-to: implementation of the Plan and no claim of any sort can be. presented

3.6 Forest Department will take legal action against any mis appropriation of fund by

4. Support by the Project

. Th?hj&ﬁmwﬁmds for Community Development & Livelihood

‘achivities (CDAs) identified by the Society and in eonformity with th

guidelines, which will be implemented by the Society. s Mg L
o~ 42. The Project Willprovide to-the-Society if required th

4.4. The Projest
Gl
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5. The funds carmarked for Plantations, soil and water conservation. Biodiversity
conservation efe..willbecredited into the VFDS/BMC (Sub-Clommittee) bank
account according to six-month plan-requirement (prepared from Micro planjof
VEDS/BMC (Sub-Committee).In addition, VFDS/BMC (Sub-Committee) to open
an account for Livelihoods activity.
Payment and teceipt of project funds will be slm:lly by means of chegues online
P%}mmtfRTGS etc, or bank transfers to the account of the Seciety. Society will
further distribute fund similarly.
5. Rights and Benefit Sharing
5.1. The Rights of right holders as admitted in the Forest Settlement will remain
unaffected due to constitution of the Society and will continue to be exercised as
heretofore. e
5.2. The Benefits which Society members and their user groups will be entitled to after
closure of plots / patr.}hes in the forest for various project interventions are as
follows:
i)-to collect the yield such as fallen tmgs, branches, lopping, grass, bamboos,
fruits, flowers, seeds, leaf fodder and non- timber forests products free of cost
through individual or collective arrangements as decided by the Society;
ii) to the sale proceeds of all intermediate harvest, subject to protection of forest
and plantations for at least 3 years from the date of agreement;
-iii) to organize and promote vocational activities related to fotest produce and
land; and other activities such as promotion of self-help groups v
direct benefits, including. mlcro-lmd.mg to women. None oﬁme activities so
promoted shall affect the legal status of the forest land; ot
Aiv) recorded rights over the forest shall not be affected by these benefits;
v)uﬁm:ﬁym_theSomﬁymyﬂ:pmdthe area, on the basis of a fresh agreemmt deed
by inclusion of adjoining or nearby arcas:

,_at'lngst 40 ‘percent of the sale proceeds on forest: regenerahan activities
oil and water conservation.

pm-nggad t ibrﬂ:apurpmofu.su&uct_ the usufruct sharmgfmmiyshall heunmmit

A

=T ill' be entitled to their ahana of payments from intermediate and final
pis vhen: _Z_,!haymkep{mmthmforw,aslmdom ml.haP Re l‘ations- fHE
6. Bﬂm.ilnn.ng:& Evnluaﬁon < Bl At

62, ‘The. EC of VEDS/BMC (Sub-Commth‘-ea)
and. qual:ty of work

or any of its members will mnmtqr gress
< during execution of various works. The Mem mmpmzy
W&ﬁdmphusmdnmusufmmnmbm = u

who checked
works were satisfactory and any instructions given, ho workis) end At
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